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FACTORS RELEVAMT TO DEMOCRACT

1 would like to shars with you soms comments about a set of
fantors relevant to democracy the most decisive ones &5 Igr  as
i am able to judge them.

Let = class them under philosophical, psychological. commu-
nicational organizational, financial and technological headings

L2t g start with the philosophy. By philesophy I simply nean
the personal sense of the meaning of our axistence as individuals
ia the zooiety and in the broadest zcolegical context.

This term philosophy has rather bad connotations as
something not very practical

Housver one feels that real personal philosophy is  the
foundation without which our most logically ccohersnt ideclosical
strusturss apa build on the guicksands and our lifs would b=
lzcking momentum and drive

84 ac far == one can Se:  ons & philusoephy is  the centzal,
the mest practical factor in our life.

So what a2bout philosophy and dewmocracy?

Hers one acknowledges ene’s individual unigueness but not a
final separatensss from others, from the world The differsnce but
not dissociation. A unigueness merged in  the stream of other
uniguanesses everywheres, rather than something unigue among
trivial repetable %things of the nature and opposzed to others

Who am I7 A private individual with neatly private rights
and intarests or rather a unigque expressien of the ancestors, of
the whole Fiald of life., of culture, and ultimately the child of
this sarth and the whole universe.

if I feel yeally to be a self - made entity, 1 am like a
dwarf on the giants shoulders, proclaiming: mwe the bigzer and
zo cutting myszlf off from my bhasis vhers all my strangth comes
from I put myself in an orphamed voluntary expatriate situation:
wretched heggar who has renaunced his royalty shares

So one feels a full right's member of +the huge Ifamily,
equipped by it for one's unigue exploratory Journey, bringing



hack fo one = house &sll the discovered richzs, sharing tham wuith
others.
$o the abiding, acceptsd sense of the unigueness of one S
journcy and happily Familial sharing secns the foundation,
«ithout which our efiorts for democracy will be probably in vain.
On this soil perhaps domogracy sould blossom not as an idaa

but as a real thing

How let s turn to the other facturs:

First the paychological: the most subtle and so +he most
powsrful Onz is the many -~ on=s  Ls  the whole world £  history
living now One can only be acguainted with thz history. Any
attempt to change it can only resuli in a falsification
Then a conflict begins between ‘what iz and ~what should be .
This internal conflict is bound to sxtesriorate as genilict
hatween individuals and groups.

Conflicts are most destructive for democracy

Communication will cone next The great art iz to discover
and to communicate clearly, dispassionately one’'s fundamental
assumptions and preconceptions

Mot till then a democratic cooperation would be possible

Let s shift our attention to the organizational aspectt It
geems that both the vertical - hierarchical, as well as horizontal
patterns have their proper place

A horizontal is needed, for instance, when sharing personal
meanings im view of coming to the common consansus Whereas the

effective execution of things needs an hierarchical order.

The formal structure of administrative and general law
regulations ig another important factor

Let 3 class these structures as open and closed or ised-
backed

in the open oné&, ona 8 behaviouxr is observed and compared.
hy some official, with the law requirementes The effect of the



possible ofifence comesz back to the offender by the intrmediary of
the same official or a group of them.

For instancs there is a regulation Zforbidding to leave
arzcked cars on the public grounds

imagine how much manpowsr it takes and how hopelessly
ineffective is its execution.

The open formal structure of regulation iy a perfesct
for bureaucracy expansion with all its detrimental eifects
democracy

in the clozed or feed - backed ™ regulation structure, the
effsvt of the <ifzacs Ll fesd-backed automatically to the
offendeyr. without or with a minimum of the intermadiary action of
an official. In the example with old cars, the regulation demands
the First buyer of the car to pay a deposit, raimburzed when ths
urack is returned to the scrap-heap

This simple =legant formule solved the so Ifar hopsless
problem with above 30.000 car ~ wrscks in Scandinavian countries,

uithout inflating bursaucracy

Let s turn now to the finmancial facter of dewccracy. 411
meney (financial eradit) are by nou put to circulation by banks.
And banks put it to cireulation 28 a debt This indebied money
has to come hack to the bank inereased by interxast.

#ith the develooment of proeduction and services {ths real
eredit} there is a growing need for money (f£inancial cradit} 50
the bigger the sconomy, the bigger indebtedness of the people.
The higgest economies of the world are the wost indebied ones

Individuals and whole nations are in paun with the banks.
Taxation ig growing with each budget, nevertheleas the deficit is
growing too Great part of tax income goes to the dabt service
without ever redeeming the orginal public debt

Honey pouer iz the greatest power [t is the pewezr o give
and the powar to take The power to destroy and the power to
create The power to crush oppositien or bestow favours This
power is exercised through the control of the press, the radioe
and TV and Parliament itsélf -~ the three greatest wmedia of
controlling public expression and conditiening public mind



The dabt system results not only in grouwing political and
sconomic centralization inside nations: it is also being used as
an attempt to impose an international dictatorship

What can one do?

Nations have a soverelgn prerogative to coreats thelir oun
money, their financial credit, withont any indebtedness: to
areate it according to the production and services available and
annulate it according to the consumption

Without =xecuting thisz prorogative, democracy is lacking its
most important material instrument.

Let s end by paving our attention to the technological
aspect .

High technology ls developing enormously

Let 5 consider two results of thig fact

First - the notoriouslty decreasing number of persons
oroduces more and more goods If wages and salaries will continus
to be the main source of purchasing power. thes zconomy is  doomed
and democracy along with it

I do not know about any better solution than the guneral
social dividend as proposed by C H Douglas and the worldwide
Social Credit Hovement. This proposal is the direct consequence
of the fact that every member of the community is heir to all
the inventions and scientific knowledge which have made this
ahoundant production pozsible, ag well as they are heirs to all
the natural resources of their country

The second result of high technology is the growing cost
per work place The costliness of capital equipment has besan
skyrocketing, so thers are increasingly only the multinational
companizg left which can afford te areate workplaces, and ordinary
people are leit out.

Can b we make it our own business to create & technology
which is cheap per workplace? Can't we create a technology which
iz not so complex?

The big complex technology only fits into the big
concentrations of population Are we really so limited that we
can’ i create an appropriate small - scale technology?
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The modern technology has begoms increasingly violent: In
sgriculture. uwhera we scatter around very violent chenicals On
this thinm living layer of the zarth, on which all life depends,
e are gocattering millions of toms of killer substances In our
attempts to cope With the ensrgy problem and many others, ue
practise the same violeni greed.

We want gquick results with vielant means.

This whole approach lsads to the fatsful polarization, under
which the rich become richer and the poor becomes more desperats,
and scological milieu as well as society disintegrates
11 ehic leads ug in @ direction guite opposite to democracy

We cannoi kill off the high technology But we could
perhaps create ths intermediary technology - of small =scale,
much simpler, much cheaper and not se violent

Even a third rate engineer can make a complicated thing more
womplicated + takes & bit of genius to recapture the basics and

4
&

cimplicity ~ as Fritsz Schumacher says in his testamentary lecture
on Technology for a democratic society

This was & very short summary of what we proposs to discuss
as a subject for a seminar Dizlogues on Democracy , planned for
the next school year., for adults of all the walks of life, mainly

for the young ocnsag

There is pot much Lime left for an eriective action.



What do I certainly not want? {(among othersl

I do not want the pursuit of Europs, the WHest
The one who sets off in pursuit of another will not be ahle to be
cnesel f

1 o not want the rule of banks. I regarxd it illegal and
ipevitably dastructive: their seruvice - very valuable

I do not want money to excesd its role Let working medium
circulate 2fficiently. When pumping station becomes a temple I
smell deception Bread is born in the field not in the will.

I do not want the whole social effort to be devoted +to the
highest technigue Technigue should be first of all applied to
meet the main needs of ourselves and our ueighbors We need
technigue by eur staendards, technique that West will not give to
the Bast for it discerded it long ago.

1 do npot want us to be doomed to provide for eur basic needs
mainly throush exchange with other nations if we could do it on
our own

1 do not wapt mass medis to be fre:x to nourish wus  the
patterns of made up violencs, crime and avsary possible deviation
We have anough rezl ones Inforwmation is a sort of subtle fcod.
Evidently harmful food is not allowed and at least its
accessibility must be limited Computers are protgcted against
viruses:; and brain ...? The automatism of jSemulation is
inevitable L&t us not sow the wind

T do not want us to be forced te live in fFreely polluted
environment. The one who while walking in the street beats other
passers by is going to be stopped Drivers - for instance - do
the same to our lungs buf unhindezed.

I do not want the house to be littered with things that can
be dangerous or still useful 1 do not want matexrials and poisons
to be in the care of peopls who are interested only in throwing
them away “elsewhere”. I would be better to leave them to gpacia-
lists interssted in using them. GSafe "elsevwhere” iz only a
delusion, suraly

1 do not uwant the =stress te be stronger on repair and
treatment than on prevention. Prevention ~ to the best of our
abilities - is probably the cheapest and ths most e2ffective

Finally I think that it would be better for the politicians
not to expsct me to tell clearly what, and especially how to de
It is. I believe, rather their and expert’s task. 1 would rather
bz asked what I do not want This iz easier for me to state
heing neither = politician nor an expert.

3 pointed guestion will get an ansvzr

With confidence for our very respsotable politicians,
experts, information people and for us all.



